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Casiri's catalogue remained for more than a
century the only guide for the Arabic collection of
the Escurial till the French Orientalist, Hartwig
Direnbourg, was charged by the French government to
make a new study of this collection. He spent several
years in this mission, and in 1884 published the first
volume of his catalogue : Les Manuscrits Arabes de
V Escuriale. Although he was led by the results of his
study to doubt the value of his predecessor's effort,
and to discover many of his errors, he was never-
theless obliged to follow his method in classification
and enumeration with slight changes.7 Direnbourg
discovered in the forgotten depths of the Escurial
about 100 other Arabic manuscripts, which were not
mentioned by Casiri ; but at the same time he failed
to find some of those mentioned by him. Many of
the contents of this collection disappeared in the
course of time which, probably, may be ascribed to
some negligence in its conservation. In fact the
Escurial library was not a public library, but was a
private one, being the property of the Spanish Crown.
It fell into the public domains only in 1931, i.e.,
since the fall of the Spanish Monarchy.
Direnbourg closed his enumeration at No. 1955,
while Casiri stops at Np. 1851, which equals No. 1856
of Direnbourg's enumeration, thus exceeding Casiri
with one hundred newly discovered manuscripts.
Direnbourg devotes the first volume of his catalogue
to works on philology, rhetoric, poetry, literature and
philosophy, following nearly the classification of
Casiri; this volume comprises 708 books (Nos. 1-708).
Direnbourg also published a small part of the second
volume containing works on ethics and politics from
No. 709 to No. 788. He died in 1905 without com-
pleting his task. M. Levy-Provencal was charged with
the completion of his work; and utilizing Direnbourg's
notes, he published the third volume of the Escurial
catalogue in 1928, comprising works on theology,